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Mayor’s Report

The Tiki Island Civic Association is
responsible for the online phonebook information. Please e-mail all
additions, edits or deletions to rsa@
airmail.com. In addition, if you have
not yet signed up for e-mail notifications for important information,
emergencies, etc., please visit www.
villageoftikiisland.org and click on
the “Government Tab.” Then scroll
down and click on the “ConnectCty” tab to enter, edit or
delete you information.
The BBQ Cook-Off has been set for October 12th and
13th. This year we will allow outside teams to compete as
well. You may pick up a team application at City Hall beginning September 3, 2018.
Our sincerest gratitude for another very generous donation from the John Phillips Family for the Public Service
Building parking lot rehabilitation. We are still accepting
donations for this project at city hall. When you see Mr.
Phillips out and about around the island, please let him
know how much his generosity is appreciated at the Park,
Pavilion, Public Safety Building and the Reserves.
We are not even halfway through Hurricane season. So far,
we have been fortunate to have been very quiet, but please
be diligent about preparation and also checking your boat
docks and finger piers for loose boards.
The Village of Tiki Island has an Ordinance prohibiting
Short Term Rentals. We need your help to enforce this
Ordinance. There are very few homes that are grand-fathered for Short Term Rental. If you suspect that there
is Short Term Rental activity happening at a home near
you, please e-mail tikiisland@comcast.net so that we can
investigate.

Tiki Island Building Inspector
by Darrell Hunter

Let’s talk about Enclosures in a
flood zone with the determination
called V Zone (Velocity Wave Action
Consideration). Tiki Island is probably around 95% in a V Zone that
strictly enforces and limits the use of
your property at ground level below
the set Base Flood Elevation (BFE).
Areas under the elevated homes are
limited to parking, storage and building access. Methods of
construction are also very strictly enforced. Walls and obstructions cannot be securely anchored or attached to the
columns in order to allow them to breakaway and protect
the integrity of the structures foundation, mainly protecting the columns or piers.
Enclosures - areas that are surrounded by connecting or
continuous solid breakaway walls thus forming an enclosed
area. Breakaway walls are designed to breakaway so as not
|

to impede the flow of the water as it passes underneath the
structure. Tiki Island has adopted a higher standard that
also limits the total size of this area to 299 square feet. This
also in part helps Tiki receive a reduction in flood insurance
premiums. Note: Garage doors are considered a solid wall
and can make up the link of continuous solid walls forming an enclosure. Something to consider when evacuating
for a storm is to leave your garage doors open and avoid
damaging them from the storm surge waters and debris. I
witnessed this working after Hurricane Ike. All the homes
built on my watch since about 2005 have a breakaway wall
certification letter from the engineer on file if your insurance companies ever request one.
Try and always remind yourself that all your personal
items and improvements under your elevated home on the
ground level are not covered by your flood insurance. Have
it in your storm preparation / evacuation plan to move important items to safe place. Remember this is a sacred sacrificial area for the Ocean Gods and they may want to collect
on any given day. Be smart, be safe and enjoy your home.

Welcome to Tiki Island Chapel
Whether you
are looking for
a place to call
home, or just
visiting
Tiki
Island on vacation, we invite
you to be a part of our family here at Tiki Island Chapel.
Sunday services are at 9:00 a.m. followed by refreshments
and fellowship. You will find Tiki Island Chapel to be a
loving and friendly place to worship and hear God’s Word.
Chapel services offer a wide variety of music ranging from
traditional hymns to new contemporary Christian songs.
Come as you are! The dress code is casual. The “Tiki Tux”
(shorts, shirts and flip flops) is always acceptable. Since its
founding, Tiki Island Chapel has been dedicated to making all visitors feel at home, regardless of their religious affiliation. Members of the Chapel come from a wide variety
of Christian faiths. At Tiki Island Chapel, Communion is
celebrated on the first Sunday of each month and is open to
all who have accepted our Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Weekly Schedule
9 am Sunday
					

Worship Service Including
Sunday School for the kids

6:30 pm Monday

Adult Bible Study

2 pm Wednesday

Jesus’ Calling Ladies Fellowship

Save the Date - Blessing of the Pets
Saturday, October 6th, is our annual Blessing of the Pets
at Tiki Chapel. Everyone is invited to bring your pets to
receive a blessing and special gift from Pastor Bob. Make
plans to come out and join us for this fun event.
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Tiki Island Paper
Publisher l Liz Comiskey
Director of Marketing l Pam Castello
Editor l Jesse Castillo
Graphics l Bay Area Printing
Please contact us at
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com
832.656.4992

Memos
Tiki Island Paper is online.
Village of Tiki Island Website:

www.tikibulletin.com
The link to the Tiki Paper is at the bottom of the Bulletin Page.

If you do not receive a paper in the mail,
please come by and pick one up at:

Comiskey Realty
401 Tiki Drive

Rainey Pool Company
New Pool Construction • Renovation • Service
Weekly Pool Maintenance

281-338-1555
www.raineypools.com
|

Monday - Saturday 9am to 5:30pm
Sunday 10 am to 4 pm
2014 - 45th Street 409.763.4713
www.tomsthumbnursery.com
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Sports Corner
By Nik Bremer

The Houston Astros hit a bit of a slump during the month of August. The team
went 5-6 through the first half of the month and although that is uncharacteristic of
them, there are a few key takeaways to help explain that this is just a minor slump.
Seven out of the eleven games were decided by two or less runs, and only three of
the games contained six or more runs scored by a team. Several players have run into
some injuries throughout this month as well. There are currently six Astros players on
the disabled list, including all-stars George Springer and Jose Altuve, who both play
pivotal roles in this powerhouse offense. Once these players recover from their injuries,
the team will be back on track just in time for the postseason.
The Houston Rockets made a big signing in the free agency pool on the 13th. The team
signed former all-star and veteran forward Carmelo Anthony to a one-year contract.
Anthony played with the Oklahoma City Thunder but after a somewhat disappointing year for the team, he opted to
leave. The team hopes that this acquisition will help bolster this (already) strong offense in order to compete with the
Golden State Warriors. This squad should come back just as strong as last year’s team, maybe even stronger and possibly
bring a trophy back.
Training Camp has begun in the NFL and the Texans seem poised for a great season. J.J. Watt says he is “no doubt” ready
for the week 1 matchup against the New England Patriots. The team scrimmaged against the San Francisco 49ers in
practice during mid-August as well as week 2 of the preseason. The team also beat the Kansas City Chiefs in week 1 of the
preseason. Rookie tight end Jordan Akins played very well catching two touchdowns in the game. This roster altogether is
pretty young, specifically on the defensive side of the ball. However, veterans Jonathan Joseph, Whitney Mercilus, and JJ
Watt could help provide some leadership. Regardless of age, this team has the talent to compete when healthy and should
be very fun to watch this upcoming season.

General Contractor Services Inc.

I love my customers, so feel free to set up an appointment so we can sit down and talk about your dreams!

Kitchen Remodel Before

Kitchen Remodel After

~ CELEBRATING 25 YEARS ~

Monday - Friday: 9-5 By Appointment | Saturday: 9-5 By appointment | Sunday: By appointment only

8400 La Porte Rd, Houston, Texas 77012 | 713-270-5300
|
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W E WA N T TO B U Y
YO U R U S E D B OAT ! ! ! !
Under New Management
with new employees
to better serve Tiki Residents

L

New Service Department Personnel
to handle all service needs
Valet service to and from Tiki Island
and all Residents of Tiki
receive 20% off service quotes
(Boat must be on trailer to receive service)

OPEN
8-5

Mon-Fri
Sat 9-3

BOATAND MOTOR SALES

Get W haatnt!
You W
8126 Broadway St.
Galveston, TX 77554
409.935.7101
jgenardo@ronhoover.com
www.ronhoover.com/galveston
|
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Tiki Island Bird Rescue

By Tim Long
Galveston Bay Area Chapter - Texas Master Naturalist & Tiki resident

Tiki Island is a bird paradise!
Numerous avian residents call
our part of the Texas coast
home, and we are in the middle
of a major North/South bird
migration flyway. We also have
several large nesting islands (e.g.
North Deer Island), which are
close to us on Tiki. With such a concentration of birds, finding
injured, sick, and orphaned birds on Tiki Island is common
place.
A few years ago, me and a few others started rescuing injured birds on Tiki Island and taking them to a Wildlife
rehabilitator in Galveston. In 2016, she stopped taking-in
birds, which led to something of a crisis for not just Tiki
Island, but Galveston as a whole. Consequently, there
was a pressing need for help on the Bolivar Peninsula and
Galveston. The Galveston Bay Injured Bird Response
Team (GBIBRT) was formed in January 2017. I am the
team lead with several other Galveston Bay-Area-Texas
Master-Naturalists.

Tim’s Pelican rescue at Tiki Tom’s

Our purpose is to primarily capture and transport injured
birds from Bolivar, Galveston, and other parts of Galveston
County, including Tiki Island, to the Wildlife Center of
Texas (WCT) in Houston, a 100+ mile roundtrip. I lead
the effort and coordinate a Galveston team of over 30
|

volunteers willing to rescue and transport birds, including
several members on Tiki Island. While many of the birds
do not survive, many others are rehabilitated and returned
to the wild. Just a few weeks ago we released two Spoonbills
and a Pelican on Tiki Island!
A Facebook group page
(“Reporting
Injured
Birds found in Galveston
County”) was started
to help facilitate the reporting of injured birds
by the public and team
members, and also as a
forum to report our activity. The FB group
page now has over 1100
members and it is still
growing.
We are partnered with
WCT ( www.wildlifecenteroftexas,org ), who have
provided continued support with training and a
daily receipt of injured
birds from our team.
In Galveston, Animal
Control has welcomed
our partnership with
open arms, and they capture most of the birds we
transport. The Galveston
Island Humane Society has also been a key partner by being the primary drop-off/pickup point for the birds.
Since January 2017, the GBIBRT has transported more
than 650 injured birds of over 89 different species to WCT.
A number of them have come from Tiki Island, including
numerous Brown Pelicans and Laughing Gulls, but also
other species including Roseate Spoonbills, Mallard ducks,
various doves, and even a Magnificent Frigate bird rescued
during Hurricane Harvey!
Since Galveston Animal Control does not cover Tiki
Island, we still rely on local residents to help rescue our
birds. The original “Tiki team” was my wife, Susan and I,
John & Lynn Wright, and Alan Wilde & Maureen NolanWilde. In the last year or so, several other Tiki residents
have joined the GBIBRT effort and are now helping rescue
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and/or transport birds. They include Darryl Smith, James
Garrett, Karen Scott, Chad & Kris Prince, and Nell & Joe
Dougherty. It is truly a team effort!
Speaking of team efforts, James Garrett shared several stories with your editor the other day that really demonstrates
the team efforts of the GBIBRT and Tiki residents. James
is a Tiki resident who is a member of Tim’s GBIBRT efforts to rescue and/or transfer birds. “The other day was
a great example of Tiki residents working together. I saw
a post by Karen Scott regarding a Pelican with an injured

Roseate SpoonBill rescue

White Mallard Selfie

Tiki Island Resident,

Vicki Rorison
832-585-2568

vrorison@decoratingden.com
www.decdens.com/vicki

|

wing. When I went by, the pelican had swum away, but
neighbors further down Tamana saw the Pelican heading
out to the bay. Bart Moore saw the situation and immediately dropped his Boat into the water. I jumped on and in
5 minutes we were back and had the Pelican resting, boxed
and ready for transport to the Wildlife Center. The next
morning, Karen advised the Pelican fared the night well
and is currently on the way to TWC for rehab.”
…Cont. on page 12.

John Wright, Alan Wilde and I with a pelican rescue.
Photo by Maureen Nolan-Wilde

Done in the comfort of your home!
Fine Furnishings | Wall Coverings
Accessories & Lighting | Area Rugs
Blinds & Shutters
Custom Window Treatments
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401 Tiki Drive Tiki Island TX

Call Us Today! 409-935-2039

Melody Moss - Agent

Jamie McFarlane - Agent

Stacey Christ - Agent

Donna Bergen Agent

Courtney Comiskey
Austin Office

Laurie Moorhead Agent
|

Liz Comiskey - Broker

Pam Castello - Agent

Marlene Springer - Agent
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Hunter Comiskey
Houston Office

Taking Care of the Caregiver
By Randy Bartosh

Hi, to all my fellow Tiki Islanders. Here is the 2nd of a
series of articles that summarizes 19 years of research we
have done with over 50,000 patient lives. The goal of these
articles is for Tiki residents to become aware of the five key
Outcomes necessary for successful Aging in Place, and to
take advantage of industry-leading solutions now available.
The topic this month is Burden of Care (BOC). My goal
for this article is for Tiki Residents to realize that BOC is
a significant medical phenomenon, has profound consequences, and is manageable with the right solutions! A few
quick points about Burden of Care: (a) it is the reaction
to the physical, psychological, financial, and emotional
stressors associated with the caregiving experience, (b) it is
the single most neglected aspect of healthcare in the over
50,000 patients we studied, and (c) its results are devastating for the quality of life, health, and success of the family
and the care receiver, and (d) it happens in the majority of
cases and moderate or severe consequences happen before
the family caregivers seek help.
I know the next five sentences have little direct meaning,
but I am putting them here, in the beginning, to reinforce
the science and physiological consequences of Burden of
Care. So please read through it and keep going . The experience of caring for an individual is inherently stressful.
|

These stressors activate the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal
(HPA) axis and the adrenergic sympathetic nervous system
(SNS). After exposure to stressful stimuli, the hypothalamus releases corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH),
which stimulates the pituitary gland to release adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH). ACTH, in turn, triggers the
release of glucocorticoids (cortisol) from the adrenal cortex. At the same time, the sympathetic nervous system is
activated with the release of epinephrine (adrenalin) from
the adrenal medulla and norepinephrine from sympathetic
nerves. In combination, the molecules released during the
stress response have profound effects on the function of
most cells and organs throughout the body, including the
brain, heart, respiratory system, muscles, skin, liver, gastrointestinal tract and, importantly, the immune system.
That is why we often hear things like, “My husband is the
person with Alzheimer’s, but now I’m the one in the hospital!” If you are a caregiving spouse between the ages of 66
and 96 and are experiencing mental or emotional strain,
you have a risk of dying that is 63 percent higher than
that of people your age who are not caregivers. The combination of loss, prolonged stress, the physical demands
of caregiving, and the biological vulnerabilities that come
with aging place us at risk for significant health problems
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as well as an earlier death. But older caregivers are not the
only ones who put their health and well-being at risk. If
you are a baby boomer who has assumed a caregiver role
for your parents while simultaneously juggling work and
raising children, you face an increased risk for depression,
chronic illness, and a decline in quality of life. But despite
these risks, family caregivers of any age are less likely than
non-caregivers to practice preventive healthcare and selfcare behavior. Caregivers report problems attending to
their own health and well-being while managing caregiving
responsibilities. They report many things like sleep deprivation, poor eating habits, failure to exercise, failure to stay
in bed when ill, and postponement of or failure to make
medical appointments for themselves.
Caregiving can be an emotional roller coaster. On the one
hand, caring for your family member demonstrates love and
commitment and can be a very rewarding personal experience. On the other hand, exhaustion, worry, inadequate
solutions, and continuous care demands are enormously
stressful. Caregivers are more likely to have a chronic illness than are non-caregivers, namely high cholesterol, high
blood pressure, and a tendency to be overweight. Studies
show that an estimated 46 percent to 59 percent of caregivers are clinically depressed. So, I hope the point has been
made, Burden of Care is REAL and must have solutions in
place to be managed successfully. Burden of Care is a sign
of caring without enough specific solutions in place!

Cue the metaphor…. On our way back from Costa Rica
last week, an oxygen mask fell in front of me. What do we
do? As we all know, the first rule is to put on your own
oxygen mask before you assist anyone else. Only when we
first help ourselves can we effectively help others. Caring
for yourself is one of the most important—and one of the
most often forgotten—things you can do as a caregiver.
When your needs are taken care of, the person you care for
will benefit, too.
This article was to introduce Burden of Care and the
first modality to decrease it, Validation of the Caregiver
Experience. As caregivers you must first realize that Burden
of Care exists, it is affecting you, can get worse, and must
be planned for expertly so that YOUR needs are taken care
of as a priority! IF you are dealing with caregiving issues,
please reach out via email or phone, and we will be happy
to help with researched solutions that lower the Burden on
caregivers to successful and sustainable levels.
About the author: Randy Bartosh is the Head of Research
for PBHS (Performance Based Healthcare Solutions) and
an owner of Senior Solutions Home Health (www.seniorsolutionshh.com). PBHS has led or participated in over
100 major research efforts dealing with senior health, outcomes, and integration of best practice methodologies. You
may have seen him driving on his golf cart with his lovely
wife Amber and his little parrot (Parti) on his shoulder. You
can contact Randy at Randy@pbhsolutions.com
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Sea Turtles & More

By Maureen Nolan-Wilde & Lynn Wright
Galveston Bay Area Chapter - Texas Master Naturalists & Tiki residents

Can you name the state sea turtle? Did you know that during
the months of April through July, she comes ashore during the
day on nearby beaches to lay her eggs? The most endangered
and smallest of all the sea turtles is the Kemps Ridley and she is
the one you are likely to see nesting on Galveston beaches.

Tim Long on Turtle Patrol
on Galveston East Beach

Lynn & Maureen with Loggerhead tracks on
the beach in Melbourne Florida.

What should you do if you see a sea turtle or sea turtle tracks
on the beach? First, do not disturb the sea turtle. Keep at a
safe distance and call the sea turtle hotline, 1-866-Turtle5.
Members of the Texas A&M federally licensed team come
and relocate the eggs and examine the mother to ensure she
is safe to go back into the Gulf.

Maureen releasing a Kemps Ridley Ollie Hutt (a Tiki visitor) releasing an induring the most recent NOAA
jured Green sea turtle rehabilitated at NOAA
turtle release here in Galveston
in Galveston. Photo by John Wright.

Five species of sea turtles can be found in the Gulf of Mexico
– Kemps Ridley, Hawksbill, Loggerhead, Leatherback, and
Green. The most common sea turtle in our waters is the
Green sea turtle. Green sea turtles get their name because
they have a layer of green fat under their shells. They are
vegetarians and feed on the rich sea grass beds in West Bay.

The eggs are taken to Padre Island National Seashore
(PINS) incubated and released in a safe area. Why do we
take the eggs away? The Kemps Ridley is endangered, and
every effort is being made to save this species. At PINS,
they have staff that are 24/7 ensuring that these baby sea
turtles have a better chance to make it the water. If the
nest is left in the wild to hatch, less than 1% of the 100 –
125 eggs make it to one year of age.

From April through July, you will find members of our
Tiki community joining over 200 others monitoring the
beaches looking for sea turtles and nests. In 2018, one
Loggerhead and three Kemps Ridley nests were found in
Galveston. A Kemps Ridley female can lay two to three
clutches per season but may nest only every other year. The
Kemps Ridley’s eggs are about the size of a ping pong ball.
How can you help? The worst predators for sea turtles are
us. It has been discovered while doing necropsies (autopsies on animals) on stranded or beached sea turtles that
over 30% of their stomach content is plastic. What can
you do? Please dispose of your used fishing line in fishing
line recyclers, do not release balloons at the beach, and do
not allow plastic and trash to enter the bay and ocean.

Marueen looking at Big Mama,
a Loggerhead recued from a
Galveston Beach

John and Lynn Wright can be reached at lynn-wright@
comcast.net. Lynn, John and Maureen are all volunteers
at NOAA’s sea turtle barn and have worked with sea turtles
as well as traveling to Florida and other places to experience
sea turtle hatchings as well as laying of eggs. Along with
Tim Long and his wife Susan, we are all Galveston Bay
Area Chapter – Texas Master Naturalists.
|
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE

401 Tiki Drive, Tiki Island TX.

PAM CASTELLO

281-380-3808

Tiki Island Bird Rescue Continued ... Tim had mentioned
in his article the rescue of a magnificent Frigate during
Hurricane Harvey. James would like to expand on that
story. “It was last year during the peak landfall of Harvey,
I went outside and was checking the tide. There on my
dock, I saw the biggest bird I have ever seen getting beat
up by the wind and looking very waterlogged. I thought
it was an Albatross. I messaged Tim Long, and in just a
few minutes, Tim and Susan were outside in the middle of
crazy winds and sideways rain and captured the bird who
had since been blown back into the canal. They worked
like an impressive well-oiled machine taking great pains
to not harm the Frigate and that bird was a Magnificent
Frigate. It was truly an awe inspiring and amazing offshore
bird ! I knew Tim wouldn’t always be available, so as soon
as the Galveston Rescue team offered a Capture Care and
Transport workshop, I was there :)”

SPARKS
P H O T O G R A P H Y

Frigate Rescued During
Hurricane Harvey

|
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Frigate Release

FISHING: A HUMOROUS AND SUPERSTITIOUS PASTIME
By Ted Dudley aka Tight Line Ted

Are fishermen superstitious? Is the sky blue?
It seems to me that levity and fishing go hand in hand. A
person fishes long enough and they will experience strange
and comedic happenings, develop their own unique superstitions, and learn of other long held superstitions.
The most common superstition that comes to mind is
bringing a BANANA aboard a boat. The origin of this longheld voodoo goes back centuries. Early sailing vessels in the
Americas would load cargoes of bananas and they would be
filled with snakes and spiders. When ships would sink the
floating debris field would be filled with floating bananas.
Ripe bananas emitting ethylene gas caused other fruits to
spoil. Wherever the curse of the banana came from, it is
alive and well to this day. I know of guys throwing a banana
on board someone else’s boat as a joke and subsequently
the boat having a difficult day with engine failure or injury
to someone. Whatever the reason don’t dare bring a banana
aboard my boat or I’ll leave you at the dock. I know guys
who will not let a person wear a bandana aboard their boat.
It must be speeded to close to the banana.

Thor. Thunderstorms and lightning allegedly are more
prevalent. The first Monday in April is bad luck because
that’s the day Cain killed Abel. The first Monday in August
is considered a bad day to fish because that’s when God
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.
Another thing to never do is blow a whistle while fishing.
It’s believed the fish will stop biting. Not sure about this
one, but I keep a whistle for distress. Seems kind of ironic,
don’t you think?
Humor has transcended the embellished fishing stories told
after years of evolution where the small-keeps trout turns
into the state record that got away. Commercials depicting
rods, reels, lures, boats, and motors are by far the funniest
genre of advertisements I’ve witnessed. It’s worth watching Jimmy Houston just to see the commercials.
Through all of this, there’s a good lesson. Look to the lighter side next time you shove off and just maybe you might
enjoy the outing a bit more. It’s always good medicine to
look back and laugh at yourself a little.

Ever watch a Bill Dance blooper video? If not, do yourself
a favor and do a you tube search and watch one. There’s
gotta be a banana on his boat. You’ll split your side open
laughing so hard. I often quietly laugh at myself while
wade fishing and look upward to the heavens thinking my
deceased relatives who taught me much about fishing are
having a good chuckle at my expense.

So next Thursday take a redhead and a banana fishing,
blow a whistle and throw a few coins in the bay while in
your renamed boat. Let me know if you make back OK.

I once went on a pre-dawn wade with two friends. At the
break of dawn as we entered the water one of the guys
had left his “lucky” fishing cap at the dock. He took the
boat and 30 minutes later returned with his cap. I’ve been
aboard a boat with a guy whose hat stunk so bad that to
this day, I don’t know how he wore the damn thing.

2215 Gulf Freeway South / La Marque, TX 77568

Until next time.

UnderwaterGreenFishingLights.com

I witnessed a man at the dock take a handful of coins and
scatter them across the water. I asked what he was doing,
and he let me know he was making an offering to the fish
gods. I tried this one soon thereafter and it did not work
for me. I went back to my prayer for safety and keen senses
for the next trip.
Another long-held taboo is never taking a redhead on your
boat- It’s bad luck. Many believe this originated with the
Vikings. They sailed the rough North Atlantic waters and
there were a lot of redheads. When boats didn’t return they
blamed too many redheads. I personally think it started
with Gillian’s Island as Ginger, “the movie star”, was a
redhead.
A major major no- no in boating and fishing is to rename a
boat. Buying a boat named after your ex-wife might not be
a good idea. Many a mishap has happened after renaming
a boat. So much so, that no seasoned salt will ever do it.
Bad luck fishing days are also a common held superstition.
Thursday’s are considered bad luck because it’s the day of
|

Underwater Lights / Fishing Lights / LED Pier Lights
Flounder Gigging Lights / LED Drop Lights - Boat LED
Marine Light Bars / Commercial LED Lights

We Build Custom Lights!
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Spat Is Where It’s At- Tiki Volunteers for Oyster Gardening
By Maureen Nolan-Wilde- Galveston Bay Area Chapter - Texas Master Naturalist & Tiki resident

Who knew gardening could be so much fun? Just ask the
Tiki families taking part in the Galveston Bay Foundation
(GBF) head-start oyster gardening program. Last year, we
had five families participate and our results were so good
that GBF asked us to sponsor the program again.
When we posted for help
this year, we were so happy
to have 26 Tiki families volunteer. As with all things
Tiki, we hosted an “oyster
garden” party to kick-off
our season.

Participants got to create their oyster gardens
and enjoy the friendship and fun of creating
our own gardens. At the end of the night,
we had over 150 oyster bags ready to go into
the water. These oyster shells are recycled from
local restaurants

When GBF announced
that the area’s oyster population had begun releasing larvae (spat), the bags
were suspended from participants’ docks in order to
attract passing spat. Ever
notice all those Oyster farm
yellow strings hanging off
several docks?

Our families take their bags out of the water once a week.
We call this our Oyster Garden Happy Hour. We rinse
them off with fresh water because the bags pick up a lot of
sediment and potential predators. We check for the presence of spat and document our findings. It is so fun to
hear the stories of the families who are sharing their weekly
happy hours with their grandchildren and friends.
This spat check has been a bit of an adventure, particularly
since we didn’t really know what to expect! Immediately
we began to find porcelain and stone crabs, shrimp and
other aquatic goodies hanging out in the bags. Then, in
week three, two families have spotted spat and our foster
parenting has begun. Participants share weekly findings
and pictures on our Tiki Island Spat Lovers Facebook page.

Tim Long & Grandson Sam checking their
Oyster Gardening bag

The oysters that we are
growing are not for eating. Our oyster shell and
spat will be collected later
in the year to be spread
on restored reefs (hopefully close to our homes)
to enhance local oyster
populations.

Cargo Lifts

Call

888-317-7203
Manufactured in the USA.

|
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HOME BUILDER

TIKI ISLAND RESIDENT
DECKS
BOAT HOUSES

DOCKS * PILINGS * PIERS * BULKHEADS
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
|
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Tiki Times
Send Us

Hi, my name is Jack.
better known as
YourI’m
Photos!
the Tiki Terror!

We are always looking for photos of Tiki, Galveston and our
immediate area. Send your high resolution images (300 dpi) to
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com.
Please include your name and if named, a photo title.

I’m a Chihuahua Honey Badger mix. That’s right! I have
a short fuse. Most things really tick me off. My therapist
says that I’ve got issues. What the hell does she know.
I only have three teeth and I weigh 4 pounds. I have a
brother. His name is Bradley and he’s a Chihuahua too.
He’s got the looks. But make no mistake, I’m the brains
of this operation.
Wait, I think I hear someone walking in front of my
house. I need to get Dad’s attention to take us outside.
After all, my favorite bone might be in that person’s leg.
See you soon,
Jack Barraco, 1623 Copra

Gods Girl's Bible
Study of Tiki Island
.

Fall study begins Sept. 19th at 6:00 PM
Home of Betty Cuculic
910 Long Reach
7 Week Study Priscilla Shirer
Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted

See More Join Us On Facebook

Tiki Times

Send Us Your Photos!
We are always looking for photos of Tiki, Galveston and our
immediate area. Send your high resolution images (300 dpi) to
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com.
Please include your name and if named, a photo title.

CHRISTMAS

BOAT PARADE

1ST 2ND & 3RD PRIZE +
HARD LUCK TROPHY
Photographer - Yubraj Limbu

|
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Tiki Times
SaveUsthe
Date!
Send
Your
Photos!
National Night Out

We are always looking for photos of Tiki, Galveston and our
immediate area. Send your high resolution images (300 dpi) to
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com.
Tuesday,
October 2nd, 2018
Please include your name
6-9 and
pmif named, a photo title.

Do you know your neighbors or our Police Officers,
EMS or Our Voluntary Fire Department?
It is our responsibility to help our Police, Fire and EMS
Departments and keep an eye out for our friends and
neighbors.
Come join us at the park to meet your neighbors and
make a new friend or two. You never know, your neighbor
might be a classmate from High School.
Join the Civic Association for the Night Out
Bring a cover dish to share
BYOB!
Water will be provided
Judy Wolf
409-256-3120

Tiki Island Book Club
We meet at 7 p.m. usually on the 4th Thursday of the month
September 27 - A Piece of the World, by Christina Baker Kline
Call or e-mail for meeting location.

For more information, call Pat Forke at
281.381.0933 or e-mail, patforke@gmail.com

Tiki Island Sew Group by Pat Forke
Please join us on Fridays.
There should be plenty of room
for machines and hand work.
There is a cutting board, design
walls, an ironing board, and a
lot of light. Also, lots of help and
suggestions are available for
your latest projects.
Drop your dish to share for lunch
We will gather on the fourth

Friday Meeting Schedule

Friday, September 7

I’m looking forward to seeing
you. Any questions?
Give me a call.
Denise Parsons Cell 713.824.8841
Pat Forke
Cell 281.381.0933
patforke@gmail.com

Tiki Island Civic Association
Do you live in Tiki sections 2,5 or 9 and are interested in
serving as a Section Director?
Please call Ira Scott (new president of TICA) at 346272-9286 or come to a meeting on the third Thursday
of the month at 7pm at the Public Safety Building.

Tiki Lunch Bunch Group
By Maryann Tillson

The Tiki Ladies Lunch Bunch is a great way to network and
meet fellow Tiki women who reside in our fabulous island
community. We meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Wednesday of each month at a local restaurant chosen by
that month’s hostess. RSVPs are appreciated. If you are new
to Tiki Island and would like to receive an email invitation,
please send your contact information to Maryann Tillson at
not4nthn@aol.com.

Tiki Ladies Social
The Tiki ladies social meets the last Thursday of each month
at the home of a volunteer hostess. It’s a great way to meet
your new neighbors, as well as enjoy an evening out with
your old neighbors. If you would like to be added to the
Evite list, or need your current information updated, please
send your name, phone number, and email to judihymel@
gmail.com..
|

Tiki Island Sew Group
Come visit our quilting and
needlework group. We have
met on Tiki for almost ten
years and have welcomed
many great ladies from Tiki
and the surrounding areas.
Denise Parsons generously opens her home at 204
Catamaran, Tiki Island, on
most first Fridays at 10 a.m.
Row 3 - Judy Hickman
Bring a pot luck and stay for
Row 2 - Susan Essery, Judy Dolfi
Row 1 - Denise Parsons. Pat Forke
lunch. There is ample room
for both hand and machine work. For more information call Denise at
713, 824-8841, e-mail Rockynme2@aol.com;
or call Pat Forke at 281 381-0933,
e-mail patforke@gmail.com.
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Get Blown Away Every Day By
Tiki’s Fabulous Flower Display!
By Maryann Tilson

Just have to give a shout-out to all you folks who contribute to the beautification of Tiki Island, whether through
purchasing plants at the Garden Club Plant Sale or by participating in the Memorial Day Weekend Golf Cart Rally
or with your generous donations of money or time - You’re
the BEST! Our funds this year have gone towards planting
beautiful and colorful plants at all four esplanades as well as
maintaining the two garden beds at the reserves at Hawaii
and Coconut.
As you may recall, a few months back we encountered a
nasty prolonged freeze that wiped out a lot of the plants
in the Tiki common areas (tall palms and well-established
plants aside). That meant totally starting over in some areas and coming up with an actual landscape plan to fill all
the esplanades with color.
On July 20th, several Garden Club members planted a crazy amount of plants fresh from Jimbo’s Nursery and an
hour and a half later - WOW! Talk about a job well done
and thanks to all who helped: Pat & Robert Clark, Mark
Cuculic, Steve and Barbara Giesler (along with their lovely
house guest, Laura, who happened to be visiting at just the
right time - for us, anyway!) and Manny Bruno.
We had a fantastic system going and it was done in no time
- our reward afterwards were those amazing square donuts
from Santa Fe Donuts! Our list of plants is extensive, but
we do have some stand-outs at each of the esplanades that
aren’t your “garden variety” gardening varieties. There’s
Fiesta hibiscus at the first esplanade with big blooms of red,
pink, orange and yellow and eye-popping bright red and
orange Dallas red lantana. A blue butterfly clerodendron
(bleeding heart), yellow tree hibiscus and purple passionflower vine are the stars of the second esplanade, along with
colorful bromeliads and red Ixora by the second smaller
Tiki sign. The third esplanade is primarily orange and red
with several Mexican firebushes and Pride of Barbados and
esplanade four is a rainbow of color and also home to a
9-foot plumeria tree. From my mouth to God’s ears all the
plants will continue to grow and bloom and this time next
year, it will be ablaze with color - our own Garden of Eden!
Also have to thank Tom Fisher and his right-hand man and
Tiki Plaza maintenance manager, Don Phillips, our human
watering can. Don kept the plants watered immediately
after they were planted to get them established and acclimated to their new digs. The sprinklers should be able
to take it from here. We’re already working on our next
Garden Club project and you’ll see another nice change
to our Tiki esplanades and mailbox area in the next couple
|

of weeks so be on the lookout for random acts of beauty!
Yaw’ll keep cool and be cool - speaking of being cool, how’s
about joining the Tiki Garden Club? We sure ain’t wallflowers, getting down & dirty comes naturally to us and,
given time, we’ll grow on ya!

From the Editor
By Jesse Castillo

Hello Tiki. On behalf of our Publisher, Liz Comiskey, our
Marketing Director Pam Castello and me, your editor,
Jesse, Thank You So Much For Your Support of our new
Tiki Island Paper over The Last Year!
We would like to thank our on-going article writers:
Mayor “Goldie” Teltschick, Tiki Building Inspector Darrell
Hunter, Tiki Chapel contributions by Pastor Bob and
Connie Pratt, Sports Corner Nik Bremer, our new contributor Senior Solutions Randy Bartosh, Tight Line Report
Ted Dudley aka Tight Line Ted, and Garden Club writer
Maryann Tilson.
We would also like to thank our advertisers, contributing photographers and all the friends of the Tiki Paper
who have helped us over the last year. You know who
you are. Finally, we would especially like to thank all of
our monthly highlight article writers over the year such
as the impressive groups you read about in this issue.
It is, “Life on Tiki.” We are all so blessed.
The Tiki Island Paper is your paper. Please continue to send
us your stories, photos and recommendations for articles
that spot light our Tiki residents. Cheers!

Photographer - Jesse Castillo - Illumination

TIKI ISLAND PAPER | September 2018 | 18 |

Celebrating Our 1st Anniversary
Thank You Tiki Island

|
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Comiskey Capital Insuance Agency Inc.

There's still time...
To get industry
leading coverage
from A+ Financial
rated carriers

To provide the
peace-of-mind
A proper
insurance policy
can offer

To receive service
from a sales team
that's the best
on the island!

One Stop Shop, Easy as 1,2,3!
THE LAST THING YOU NEED AS A HOMEOWNER ARE HASSLES.
BUNDLE YOUR INSURANCE TODAY.

Call Comiskey 409-935-0086
401 |Tiki
Drive Tiki Island TX 77554
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