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Welcome to Tiki Island Chapel
Weekly Schedule
9 am Sunday
			
			
6:30 pm Monday
2 pm Wednesday
			

Worship service
including Sunday School
for the kids
Adult Bible Study
Jesus’ Calling Ladies
Fellowship at 2 pm

Tiki Island Chapel is pleased to announce its
Gala to be held on Friday, February 23, 2018,
benefiting all ministries of the church including
outreach ministries to children, at-risk young
men, urban ministry and women in crisis. The
gala is the year’s fundraiser for our growing congregation, and will include dinner, dancing, and
both live and silent auctions. This fun event will
be held at the historic Hotel Galvez.

The evening begins at 6:00 p.m. with a cash bar.
We are excited to announce the entertainment
will be the Relics Band. Our theme is “Rockin’
with the Relics,” so come dressed as your favorite rock star or in Tiki Casual attire. We respectfully ask no shorts or flip flops.
Tickets are $100 per person, or you can purchase a table for $1,000 to seat up to 10 people. Checks only please, made out to, Tiki
Island Chapel. You may mail your check to
Tiki Island Chapel, 835 Tiki Dr., Tiki Island,
Tx, 77554. Your reservation will be confirmed
upon receipt of your check. For other ticket
information, please contact Darrell Eubanks at
713.201.5344 or dle_tikichapel@comcast.net.

Please join us for a ROCKIN’ GOOD TIME!!!

A New Year’s Thought from Pastor Bob
by Rev. Dr. Bob Murphy, Tiki Island Chapel
In the days before New Year’s, we are busily
making resolutions, mainly promising ourselves, that we resolve to stop our bad, unhealthy habits. I resolve to stop overeating…I
resolve to quit smoking…I resolve to drink less.
Mainly, we promise to cut out certain parts of
our life.

Tiki Island Building
Inspector
by Darrell Hunter

Do you have a
Wood Bulkhead?
There is only one kind
of Wood Bulkhead left
on Tiki Island and that
is a failing one.
Bulkheads only have
one purpose and that is
a retaining wall, maintaining the soil on your
property.
It has been about ten years since I’ve issued a
wood Bulkhead permit on Tiki Island and that
bulkhead has since been replaced. Tiki now
only allows vinyl and concrete bulkheads. You
may as well get the biggest bang for your buck
and go with a product that will last. Anyway, be
advised that Tiki takes a pretty strong approach
for our shoreline protection. The building department keeps a list of wood and failing bulkheads as they come to be noticed or when we
receive complaints. So, don’t be surprised if you
get a letter advising you that your property has
been placed on the list.
If you have questions or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to call me.

But consider making positive resolutions.
Instead of taking things out of our life, what
would be beneficial to be added? For instance,
I resolve to begin every day with Scripture and
prayer. There are many good daily devotionals
from which we may choose. Or, at the end of
each day, I will reflect on the people and events
Every major holiday is associated with spe- of the day and seek where God has been active
cial traditions. For instance, Thanksgiving is in my life. Soon we will become more engaged
connected with turkey and the trimmings. with God’s presence and grace in our life.
Christmas is celebrated with decorations and
gift giving. New Year’s has many traditions My hope is that you will have a Happy New
– the midnight countdown, party hats and Year, and may you grow in your faith in God.
noise makers, and of course, resolutions.
Blessings, Bob
TIKI ISLAND CHAPEL
835 Tiki Dr. l 409.933.9829 l www.tikiislandchapel.com l Rev. Dr. Robert F. Murphy, Jr.

Tiki Island Paper
Publisher l Liz Comiskey
Director of Marketing l Pam Castello
Editor l Jesse Castillo
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Doc Talk For the New Year...

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
PLANNING & INSTALLATION

by Dr. Malcolm H. Bremer, MD
I was going to spend a few minutes talking about New Year’s resolutions
but by the time you read this, the resolutions will have come and gone.
I want to focus more on goals for this coming year. We should all exercise daily and, if indicated, lose weight. We need to eat smarter, and for
most of us, eat less. Avoid all fast food. We should also use less alcohol.
People who smoke need to quit. The general decline in the number
of people who smoke has resulted in fewer problems with COPD,
pneumonia and breathing difficulties that only worsen with age. If you
smoke, look forward to this in your future. The changes are permanent.
We should enjoy family and friends much more. The socializing will
keep us all young. Also, we should be nicer to our husband, wife, partner, neighbors, friends, etc.
Finally, we need to relax more as part of taking better care of ourselves.
Everybody needs mental health breaks and to enjoy life more. Also, getting a medical check-up annually is worthwhile. The phrase “Laughter is
the best medicine” is very true.
Several notable quotes: Mark Twain said, “New Year’s Day is the accepted time to make your annual resolutions. The following week you can
begin paving hell with them as usual.”
“Take your 2017 New Year’s resolutions, cross out 2017 and insert 2018.”
Anonymous

Happy New Year y’all.

TRENDS
REAL ESTATE

by Pam Castello

Well, it is a New Year and though 2017 was a challenging year for
many, we do have much to be thankful for on Tiki and we welcome
the new year. The Real Estate numbers are very good, despite Harvey,
but things are certainly very different after Harvey.
Common questions that are being asked include: Did your property
flood in Harvey? Is it the first time your home flooded? How much
water came into your house? How long did it take for the water to recede? There will be many more questions and hopefully the answers
will help determine the actions that can be taken to reduce future
property damage.
We still have a lot of hopes for our area. Stats show that more and
more people are moving to our state because of our economy. This
is good for the Real Estate World. Here are our numbers for the
year showing the growth from last year to the end of this year.
Happy New Year!
01.01.2016 – 12.11.2016
Galveston
Houston
Tiki Island

Sold
739
20,418
62

Average Price
292,267
311,887
467,985

01.01.2017 – 12.11.2017
Galveston
Houston
Tiki Island

Sold
750
20,443
57

Average Price
305,635
316,345
541,420
l
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Sports Corner
“Houston Sports Have Bright Spotlight Ahead”
By Nik Bremer
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Since winning the World Series in early November, the Houston Astros have shown no signs of slowing
down. Jose Altuve had won a variety of awards, including the Hank Aaron Award, Baseball America’s
Player of the Year, and most notably the American League Most Valuable Player. He was also named
2017 Sports Illustrated Co-person of the Year (alongside Texans’ JJ Watt). Astros Manager AJ Hinch
was also named the 2017 Manager of the Year by Baseball America. Despite the amazing success from
this team, general manager Jeff Luhnow has been actively seeking to upgrade this roster, mainly the
pitching. Luhnow noted he has been searching for at least one more reliable arm in the starting rotation,
and it has been reported that he is eyeing the arms of former Dodger Yu Darvish, along with former
Cy Young winner, Jake Arrieta.
The Houston Rockets have begun their season on their third-best franchise start at 20-4. James Harden
was also named Western Conference Player of the Month for November. The All-Star point guard
duo of Chris Paul and James Harden has proved to be nothing short of spectacular. The duo currently
have not lost a game with both of them in the starting lineup and the team altogether has not lost since
November 1st. The Rockets are also on the franchise’s 7th double-digit winning streak (Golden State
Warriors have 2 total). Rockets’ Center, Clint Capela, has been playing at an elite level this year as well,
averaging a career-high in points per game. The Rockets have consistently remained in the top 3 in power rankings for the NBA and could very much be considered for the #1 seed in the Western Conference
playoffs if they keep up this level of intensity.
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get an honest opinion, and
solutions from our reliable,
efficient line of products.
If you’re uncomfortable,
we’re on the way.
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AmericanChristianAC@gmail.com
© 2015 American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning All rights reserved
LIC. NO. TACLB23097E
AmericanChristianAC@gmail.com
Comiskey Realty and Insurance had their 3rd annual Jingle Bell Run to support the Women’s Shelter. Over the

Standard Heating & Air Conditioning All rights reserved

LIC.between
NO. TACLB23097E
years, we have raised
$450 to $2900. We thank everyone that participated or donated to the Charity.
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easy island recipes
traditional new year’s recipes

New Year’s Cabbage By Liz Comiskey

Slow Cooked Black-Eyed Peas By Pam Castello

Ingredients
Head of Cabbage
Garlic
Mayo

Ingredients
1 lb. dried black eyed-peas
2 cloves garlic
6 C vegetable broth
1/2 tsp dried thyme
Salt to taste

Butter
Pepper

Directions
Take a head of cabbage and cut holes in it
Cover it with saran wrap and put it in a
microwave bowl and put in microwave long enough
to remove water and to soften
Take out and remove saran wrap
Cut stem off bottom and cut a hole in the middle of cabbage
Fill hole with butter, garlic, pepper and mayo
wrap with foil and put on grill or in oven

1 med onion
2 Tbsp. olive oil
2 whole bay leaves
Freshly ground black pepper

Directions
The night before, place the dried peas into a colander and sift through
to remove any stones or bad peas. Best to do this the night before
soaking overnight. Rinse thoroughly with water then add to the slow
cooker. Chop the onion and garlic and place it in the slow cooker with
a couple of tablespoons of olive oil. Add 6 cups of vegetable broth to
the slow cooker along with two bay leaves, 1/2 tsp of dried thyme, and
a generous amount of freshly ground black pepper and salt to taste.
Place the lid on the slow cooker, turn the power on High and let cook
until the peas are soft. About 3 hours.

Once ready, put in serving bowl and slice up into sections
Toss to get sauce around the cabbage and Serve hot.

General Contractor Services Inc.
“From concept to creation making your dream home a reality”

Kitchen Remodel BEFORE

25

CELEBRATING

AFTER

NEW Construction

YEARS

Monday - Saturday 9-5 By appointment | Sunday By appointment only

8400 La Porte Rd, Houston, Texas 77012 | 713-270-5300
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Rotary Youth Exchange Programs By Jesse Castillo
and they go to rodeos. We will be his third host family here on Tiki. So
now, he will get to know our waters and beaches. Talk about diversity, he
is having a great year.

Linda Nagel was born in this area and grew up in Pasadena. She is the
youngest of nine children. Linda and her husband John have been living
here on Tiki since 2004. Through the Rotary Youth Exchange, Linda and
John have been hosting foreign exchange students for 15 years. In that
time, they have hosted 13 students. Linda smiled as she said, “It has been
a great way to have kids and not have to send them to College.”

We all have our cultural stereotypes. Most foreign exchange students expect that most Texans drive a big truck. They cannot believe the size of
our vehicles. We had a boy from the Czech Republic that just freaked out
the first time he walked into Walmart. He could not believe the variety
and abundance of everything.

Linda has been a Rotarian since 1999 while John recently joined earlier
this year. I got into Rotary when I bought my business. I had a small
business for many years called, Caravan. We transported the elderly and
disabled by means of vans with wheel chair lifts.
Rotary International is a service organization that
does local and International projects. Rotary partnering with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is the reason Polio is pretty much eradicated
from the World. Rotary took on that project almost 30 years ago. Now, there are only 2 countries
that still have new cases of Polio. Rotary International does a lot of good around the world and
locally.
Through Rotary, the Student Exchange Program’s
goal is education, cultural exchange and to be
Good Will Ambassadors for their home country.
It really does make the world a much smaller and
better place. The students are ages 16-18, and are
well vetted in their country with a thorough interview process. The youth exchange program is
completely voluntary on our part. This makes it
more affordably for students as opposed to private exchange programs
which could cost up to 10,000 dollars a year for the student.

“What are some of the countries that you have worked with exchange students?” We have worked with Germany, this is our third German student,
and most of the western European countries including France, Belgium,
Italy and Poland among others. We have also worked with Taiwan, Thailand, Japan and South America including Ecuador, Brazil and Argentina.
We are now working with Russia. Next year, we have a girl going to Saint
Petersburg, Russia.

Through Rotary, the cost is about half that of private organizations. But
when they are here, we pay for everything. In other words, what you
would supply to your own child, we provide for them.
I asked Linda, “When the exchange students come here to your location,
which schools do they attend?” It depends on where I find the host families to determine where the student will go to school. Over the years, I
have now developed a relationship with the Lutheran South Academy,
which is a private school in the Scarsdale area. They do not charge the
students to attend their school. It is a wonderful environment for the
students because it is a much smaller school. Normally, when the kids go
to school here, they freak out at the size of our schools.

All foreign exchange students go through an orientation process on the
country where they will live for about a year. They will take classes about
the cultures where they will be living. When the students return home,
they come back fluent in the language of the country where they have
lived.

“What are some of the interesting aspects of the student’s acclamations
to not only the school but to our culture?” They get westernized pretty
quickly. The student rotation is 11 months. With the private exchange,
the students stay with one family the entire year. Rotary prefers a more
diverse experience with the student exchange where the students will live
with three families. They will spend three and a half months with each
family.

The Director of our program has an interesting story about a girl who
went to Germany. Her host family only spoke to her in German. They
never spoke a word of English. She did not even know they could speak
English. She had been there about two and a half months and she had to
learn German pretty quickly. One time she woke up in the middle of the
night screaming. Her host father walked in and she tells him in German,
“Oh my gosh, I just had a dream, this is the first dream I’ve ever had in
German.” Her host father said, “very Good,” in English.

Our current exchange student is German, and he is living with a family in
Pearland right now. The family is very interesting. They live on an airstrip
at the Pearland regional airport, which is a small private airport. You actually have to drive down the airstrip to get to their house and instead of
a car in their garage, they have an airplane. They get to go flying over the
weekends. His second host family is the quintessential Texas family. They
live on a horse ranch in Manvel. The host family kids are barrel racers

“What are some of your favorite stories or experiences in the cultural
exchange with your students?” John replied, ‘My favorite experience is
going to visit our students in their home country. Belgium was one of my
favorites. One of our Belgian students stayed with us most of the year. She
is an only child raised by her mother growing up in rural Belgium in the
middle of the Ardennes Forest. It’s a beautiful country side and these little
towns have their own castle. Everywhere you looked, it was a picture-per-
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Rotary Youth Exchange Programs cont’d
fect postcard. After a full day of traveling, we got to her home late in the
evening. Her mom knew I like to drink beer so when she returns from the
kitchen, she is carrying a tray of wonderful Belgium beers and appetizers.
We sat there before dinner having a few beers and of course, she is also a
beer drinker. The overwhelming gratitude and kindness we received for
taking care of her child for a year was a wonderful experience for us.”
Memorial Day weekend, we hold a going away party / Rotary Youth Exchange Olympics at our home because normally, they leave in mid-June
to go back to their home country. The students compete in sports such as
Kayak racing, water volleyball and tug of war. When the events are complete, we have a Bar-B-Q banquet and an Awards Ceremony complete
with Gold and Silver medals.
The kids are amazed at how Americans take pride in our country, state and
the American Flag. Before every meeting, we said the Pledge of allegiance.
I always do an exit interview with the students before they go home. I
asked one of my Russian students, what was the one thing he experienced
in America that he hoped to take back to his home country. He said, “It’s
not a bad thing to be proud of your country.”
We are talking about a 2020 reunion of all our kids (14) from around the
globe to our Tiki home. They will be in different stages of their lives that
span 15 years. Some will have families of their own and some will be in
college.
One of the students best summed it up, “It is not a year in your life, it is
a life in a year.”

Done in the comfort of your home!
Fine Furnishings | Wall Coverings
Accessories & Lighting | Area Rugs
Blinds & Shutters
Custom Window Treatments

Tiki Island Resident,

Vicki Rorison
832-585-2568

vrorison@decoratingden.com
www.decdens.com/vicki
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Pie Chart of Life A Fictional Short Story by Jesse Castillo
As the new year approaches, I am reminded of a writer I once knew very
well. He was a young man in his mid-twenties and though he appeared to
work hard, his writing was boring and lacked substance. He just could not
capture the essence of the human condition that he so wanted to express
in words. Maybe he did not have enough Life experience. He just always
looked lost. The reason I think of him every New Year’s Eve is because his
very bad writing taught him a very important lesson in Life.

Sara said, “I’ve known you for a long time. Many times, I have asked you
this question of, what is most important in your life.” You always say the
same thing: Your mom, your brothers and sisters, your art of writing and
your music, charity work, and embracing life with a fresh heart.” How
long has this proclamation been in your Match.com profile?
The young writer said, “But, that is who I am. That is who I am.”

The young writer tried to write a Novel, Short Stories, Poetry, Music Lyrics but he could never completely convey his thoughts into something
motivating or at least, interesting. As a last resort, he decided to write a
Play because it is something interactive that you can see, hear and experience. He had never been to a Play and knew nothing about writing a
Play. So, he decided to write a Play about a guy writing a Play who did not
know anything about writing Plays. This would give him Artistic License
to do whatever he wanted to do. I thought at least, it was a clever idea.

Sara grabbed her laptop and opened a file while not allowing the young
writer to see her screen. She said, “Ok. Let’s do a reality check,” on who
you think you are. The young writer said, what is that supposed to mean?
She responded, this is your Pie Chart of Life. The young writer immediately got up and said, “We’re going to need a bigger bottle of wine.”
So, just how much time have you spent with your mom in the last month?
Your brothers and sisters? Aside from this project, how much time have
you actually been working on your writing and music as opposed to just
talking about it? Your charity work? And, how much time have you been,
Embracing Life with a fresh heart?

The young writer had lots of friends who were eager to support him. They
all wanted to be in the Play. So, he wrote them into the Play as their own
characters. Of course, his friends had ulterior motives for being in the
play. The guys just wanted the young writer to write them scenes about
meeting women. The women wanted parts to express their feelings of independence and being treated with respect. The two varying perspectives
could have been an interesting mix as opposed to a catastrophic collision.
The young writer was just letting his friends write themselves while he
just observed. I guess he thought it was just going to write itself without
any direction.

Ok, how much time have you spent Drinking with your friends, etc. After
a few minutes, Sara said, “Well, I do appreciate your honestly. Sara turned
the Laptop around for the young writer to see.
1. Mom
2. Brothers and Sisters
3. Writing
4. Charity Work
5. Embracing Life

After about a month, everyone was very excited about the Reading of The
Play as a New Year’s Eve party. Up to that point, no one had read the final
completed Play which was a cast of characters who pretty much wrote
themselves into the paly as they saw themselves in life. Of course, during
the Reading of the Play, the young writer’s friends did not recognize their
own characters in the Play. Many of the young writer’s friends were getting mad and beginning to shout, “I am not like that! I would never
behave in that way! Why are you writing me this way!” The young writer
said, “That is the way you behave in real life, especially when you drink.”

1 2 3 4
5

SLEEP

The young writer realized that we see ourselves in a way that may be very
different from the way others perceive us. We all have a self-image of ourselves and sometimes that image is not synchronized with reality.

Drinking with Friends
Dating...and Drinking
Sailing...and Drinking
Movies and Video Games
Talking about Writing
and Drinking

The Reading and the party was a disaster. The Play was a disaster. Everyone left the party and the young writer was all alone on New Year’s
Eve. He was very confused and surprised how everyone did not recognize
themselves in the Play. He wrote them just as he knows them and has
known them for years.
As the young writer poured himself a glass of wine, he heard a soft voice
coming from the kitchen. It was his very close friend Sara. They knew
each other very well but, she was not in his Play. Sara had been observing
the whole ordeal from the beginning as he wrote the play to the ending
disaster of the Reading but up to this point, she had never given any
comment on the Play.

The young writer gave a very deep sigh. He thought about challenging
Sara’s own Pie Chart of Life, but, he knew it was in sync with reality. She
actually practiced her priorities in the reality of her life.
Sarah softly said, “Your Play was a disaster, but you learned a very important realization about Life and the Human condition. Are we actually
in alignment with what we think is most important in our lives and the
reality of our actions to pursue those priorities.” At that moment, the New
Year rang in, with all its potential promise for us to better understand
ourselves and do better with others. As we toasted to the New Year, Sarah
said, “Maybe now, you have something to write about.”

She sat next to the young writer and poured herself a glass of wine. With a
sympathetic smile, she asked the young writer, “What were you trying to convey in this play? What did you want people to take away from this play?” The
young writer took several moments of contemplation, “In my mind, I wanted to write about what is most important in Life,” but I lost my way to trying
to be funny and entertaining by accommodating all my friend’s characters.
l
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Tiki Island SHRED Day

Tiki Times

January 27, 2018, 10am - 1pm
Tiki Plaza, 101 Tiki Drive

Send
Us Your
Photos!

We were at the foam pool party at the
Ocean Riviera Paradise in Playa del
Carmen, so the Tiki Paper is now read
internationally! Woo hoo!
Maryann Tillson

Tiki Island Book Club
Our Book Club has been meeting for over 10 years and has
some very lively discussions. If you have not read
our current selection, you are still welcome to
join us and participate in the discussion.We will
post our next schedule in the February issue.

We are always looking for
photos of Tiki, Galveston
and our immediate area.
Send your high resolution
images (300 dpi) to Editor@
TikiIslandPaper.com.
Please include your name
and if named, a photo title.

For more information, call Pat Forke at
281.381.0933 or e-mail patforke@gmail.com

Send Us Your Short Stories!
Do you have a Short Story you would to share with Tiki?
Please let us know at,
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com

Tiki Lunch Bunch Group
By Maryann Tillson

The Tiki Ladies Lunch Bunch is a great way to network and meet fellow
Tiki women who reside in our fabulous Island community. We meet for
lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month at a local restaurant chosen by that month’s hostess. RSVPs are appreciated. If you are new
to Tiki Island and would like to receive an email invitation, please send your
contact information to Maryann Tillson at not4nthn@aol.com.

Rainey Pool Company

Tiki Island Civic Association

New Pool Construction • Renovation • Service
Weekly Pool Maintenance

Do you live in Tiki sections 5, 6, or 9 and are interested in serving as Section
Director? Please call Steve Zander at 210.215.5742 or come to a meeting
on the third Thursday of the month at 7pm at the Public Safety Building.

Tiki Island Sew Group by Pat Forke
Please join us on Friday, January 5th. There should be plenty
of room for machines and hand work. There is a cutting board,
design walls, an ironing board, and a lot of light. Also, lots of help
and suggestions are available for your latest projects.
Drop your dish to share for lunch on the second floor.
We will gather on the fourth floor.
We will post our next schedule in the Februray issue.

I’m looking forward to seeing you. Any questions? Give me a call.
Denise Parsons Cell
Pat Forke Cell
		

713.824.8841
281.381.0933		
patforke@gmail.com

281-338-1555
www.raineypools.com
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the official tiki island carts

Tiki IslanD
Carts

call

Custom Carts

me!

rentals

www.face

book.com

repairs

/tikiisland

carts

maintenance

832.769.9563
/

www.facebook.com tikiislandcarts

Owner - Kerstan Tyler Durham | 331A Jones Lake Rd. | Tiki Island TX 77554
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W E WA N T TO B U Y
YO U R U S E D B OAT ! ! ! !
Under New Management
with new employees
to better serve Tiki Residents
New Service Department Personnel
to handle all service needs

Let it Snow
Let it Snow
Let it Snow...
on Tiki

Valet service to and from Tiki Island
and all Residents of Tiki
receive 20% off service quotes
(Boat must be on trailer to receive service)

OPEiN
8-5

Mon-Fr
Sat 9-3

BOATAND MOTOR SALES

Get W haatnt!
You W
8126 Broadway St.
Galveston, TX 77554
409.935.7101
jgenardo@ronhoover.com
www.ronhoover.com/galveston

Happy New
Year
Comiskey Realty and
Comiskey Capital
Insurance Agency

